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PAMPHLET  No.    14. 

DOMINION   OF  (ANA  DA, 

EXPERIMENTAL   FARMS. 


J.  il    (IKISDAI.i:,  II   Acr , 

I>iri-clnr. 


W    T    MACOt  X. 

Ihitiiininn  H'irlirulturi«t. 


THE   HOME   VEGETABLE  GARDEN. 

Bv  \V.  T.  Ma((.i  N, 

horn  in  Ion  Uorticuttiiri.it. 


VEC.KTABLKS  fn^li  fn.in  tlic 
Harden  an^  imich  iiioit!  iipix'ti- 
ziiiK  than  tliost;  wliicli  have 
l)c«'n  ({ntlicri!(l  for  w)ino  time.  More 
vc>j('tul)lo.s  would  1x1  eaten  if  (jrowii  vt 
lioine,  and  there  would  lie  less  desire  for 
the  more  e.\|M'nsiv(!  kinds  of  food, 
which  would  residt  in  eonsideraMe 
saving  by  th((  end  of  the  .v<'iir. 

Many  persons  in  cities  and  towns 
who  have  no  gardens  could  producer 
sonuf  vegelahleH  if  they  would,  and  it 
is  to  try  to  induce  every  ow.  to  ({row 
vcHctal'les  who  can  that  this  little 
pamphlet   has   heen   prepared. 

Pri'/xiraiion  of  the  Soil. — To  Kct  thi' 
best  results  tlu;  soil  should  lie  l)r'oUM;ht 
into  Hood  tilth.  When  heuinnintj  ki"'- 
denin)>;  in  cities  and  towns  it  is  often 
found  that  many  difHculties  have  to 
l)(!  overcome  before  the  soil  is  in  really 
jjood  condition.  Ohl  cans,  stones, 
bricks,  pieces  of  wood,  broken  toys  and 
many  other  things  must  be  removed 
or  buriecl  so  deeply  that  they  will  not  be 
troublesome.  'IMieii  it  often  happens 
that  the  subsoil  from  th(!  cellar  of  the 
house  has  been  thrown  over  the  yard 
in  order  to  level  the  ground.  This  is 
sometimes  of  ureal  depth.  This  sub- 
soil is  usually  either  a  stiff  clay  or  sand. 
Clay,  while  it  will  fjive  more  hard  work, 
is  usually  a  much  better  material  to 
start  with  than  sand.  If  there  is  much 
coal  ashes  in  the  yard  most  of  them 
should  be  removed  altogether  or  buried 
in  one  corner  of  the  yard.  A  littU^ 
ashes  mixed  with  the  claj'  will  help 
make  it  more  friable  or  more  open,  but 
there  i.s  little  plant  food  in  coal  ashes 
and   there   should    be   a   minimum    of 


them  iti  K<>'>d  garden  soil.  .\  mixture 
of  sand  and  <'lay  nnikes  a  soil  of  better 
consistency  lh:in  either  oni'  of  these 
alone.  .\n  application  of  lime  to  clay 
at  lh((  rate  of  about  two  tons  per  acre 
or  about  KM)  p()un<ls  to  a  ganlen  '2h  \ 
40  feet  in  size,  or  even  i<alf  that  (piati- 
tily  and  thorouKhly  mixed  with  the 
clay,  will  help  in  breaking  it  up,  but 
th(!  most  important  thing  of  all  is  the 
niamu-e,  preferjdily  rotted  stable  manur(( 
if  it  can  be  obtained.  This  should  be 
w('ll  worked  through  the  upper  foot  of 
ground  whether  il  be  loamy  soil.  clay, 
or  .sand.  If  the  maniuc  is  strtiwy  it 
should  be  well  dug  in  so  that  the  straw 
will  not  be  pulled  out  when  the  soil  is 
rakeil.  'l"he  great  aim  should  be  to 
eventually  get  the  soil  into  such  a 
condition  tluit  it  will  neither  bake  nor 
become  hard  in  a  dry  time  nor  dry  out 
rea<lil.v  anrj  both  of  these  conditions 
will  be  brought  aliout  by  tla^  liberal 
us(!  of  manun^  which  adds  plant  food 
in  an  easily  available  form  ;ind  hi  his 
to  form  hunnis  which  is  so  essential 
to  a  good  physical  condition  of  tli,'  soil. 
(May  soils  should  not  be  dug  when  ;liev 
are  very  wet  as  this  will  cause  them  to 
bake  liadly;  by  waiting  until  they  are 
fairly  diy  they  c:"i  be  worked  mon; 
easily  and  witho*  ,  fear  of  doing  any 
harm. 

.\  spade,  a  hoe.  ..  garcien  rake,  and  a 
digging  fork  are  the  four  chief  tools 
needed  in  gardening.  Narrow  hoes 
and  rakes  an;  best  for  small  gardens, 
or  well-made  children's  tools  but  with 
long  handles.  The  surface  soil  should 
be  made  as  level,  smooth,  and  as  fine 
as  possible.     If  the  .soil  for  two  or  three 
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** 


Inchon  down  ik  in  (jowl  condition  a 
quiik  KiTHiinution  of  tho  Mrt<l  will 
UHUttlly  \w  uHHunMl. 

LiMT  or  Bkkt  Vkciktahlkh. 

Ahi„„oiiu^.  riilnii'tld  \«  proving  « 
lx>ttcr  vuriety  thun  Conover  ColocHnl 
for  KontTiil  plant  inn,  uh  it  i*  not  ho 
ttubjcct  to  th«(  (liwuHO  known  uh  Awpa- 
rngtiM  Hu«t.  ArRcntcuil  is  ul«o  u  good 
variety.  ,„  , 

y<<rt?M.— Hound  Pod  Kidney  W ux  and 
WnrdwoU  Kidney  Wax  aro  two  of  the 
best  ytaiow-podded  or  wax  bush  beans, 
and  are  »)oth  early.  Hodwm  Wax  has 
a  large  pod.  Htringless  Green  Pod, 
Early  Red  Valentino  and  Early  Refugee 
are  three  good,  green-podded  varieties. 
Refugee  or  Thousand  to  ()no  is  one  of 
the  best  \aU^r  sorts.  Among  Lima 
iK-ans,  the  dwarf  or  bush  forms  are  the 
most  satisfactory. 

«ee/«.— Meteor,  Detroit  Red,  Crosby 
Egyptian  and  Eclipse  arc  son>e  of  the 

liorecole  or  A'a/p.— Dwarf  Green 
Curled  Scotch. 

Hroccoti.—Whiio  Cape. 

Brunnels  iS>ro«<s.— Improved  Dwarf 
The  Dwarf  varieties  have  been  fo«nd 
more  satisfactory  than  the  tall-growing 

ones. 

Cabbage.— Early  Jersey  Wakefield, 
Copenhagen  Market  (early),  Succession 
(medium),  Danish  Railhead  and  Drum- 
head Savoy  (late).  Red  Dutch  (red)  is 
a  good  list.  ^  ,  , 

Cauit/ou-er.— Early  Dwarf  Erfurt  and 

Early  Snowball. 

Carr«<«.— Chantenay  is  one  of  the 
best,  but  if  a  good  extra  early  sort  is 
required,  the  Early  Scarlet  Horn  can 
be  planted  with  advantage.  It  is  a 
small  variety. 

Celery .  —Golden  Self-Blanching  (Pans 
Golden  Yellow)  (early),  French  ^'^ucccss, 
Noll  Magnificent,  Perfection  Heartwell, 
Triumph,  Winter  Queen  are  all  good  late 
varieties.  London  Re<l  is  a  good  red 
one.  White  Plume  is  desirable  for  the 
prairies.  ,,  ,  ,    « 

Corn. — Early  Malcolm,  Malakoff, 
Peep  O'Day  (extra  early),  Early  Ford- 
hook,  Earlv  Cory  (early).  Golden  Ban- 
tam (second  early).  Early  Evergreen 
and  Black  Mexican  (medium),  Stowell 
Evergreen,  Country  Gentleman  (late). 


In  planting,  the  Country  CJentleman 
should  not  Ihj  omitted,  as  it  lengthens 
the  8t«ast>n  very  considerably  and  is  of 

fine  quality.  ,     .i    , 

For  the  praino  provinces  and  other 
parts  of  Caiiada  where  the  nights  are 
c<M)l,  Squaw  and  Extra  Early  Adams, 
though  not  sweet  varieties,  develop 
letter  than  others. 

r«rHw6€r/<.— Peerless  White  Spine  or 
White  Spine,  Davis  Perfect,  C<k)1  ami 
Crisp,  and  (iiant  Pera  arc  some  of  the 
most  satisfactory.  Boston  Pickling  and 
Chicago    Pickling    are    good    pickling 

sorts.  ,,    .      T  1 

Egg  /'/fl>(<.— Now  \ork  Improved 
and  Long  Purple  succeed  best.        « 

Le«uct.— Grand  Rapids,  Black- 
Seeded  Simpson  (early  curled).  Iceberg, 
New  York,  Giant  Crystal  Head,  Cnsp 
as  Ice,  and  Improved  Hanson  (curled 
cabbage),  Improved  Salamander  (un- 
curled cabbage).  Grand  Rajiids  is  the 
best  variety  for  forcing.  Iceberg 
remains  headed  longest  in  summer,  and 
should  always  be  planted.  Trianon 
and  Paris  are  two  of  the  best  (.  os 
varieties.  ,  ,      ,  _, 

Melons,  Musk.— hong  Island  Beauty 
and  Hackcnsack  are  two  of  the  earliest 
and  best  of  the  Nutmeg  type.  Mont- 
real is  later,  but  of  larger  size  and  finer 
flavour.  Emerald  C.»^m  and  Paul  Rose 
are  two  of  the  best  yellow  fleshed 
melons. 

Melons,  irafer.— Cole  Early,  Salzer 
Earliest,  Ice  Cream,  Phinney  Early  are 
some  of  the  most  reliable. 

Onions.— Yellow  Globe  Danvers  and 
Large  Red  Wcthersficld  are  two  of  the 
best  and  most  reliable.  Australian 
Brown  is  also  good.  Prize  Taker  is  a 
good  variety  for  transplanting. 

ParsJei/.— Double  Curled  is  as  good  as 

any- 

Peppers. — Cayenne,  Chili,  Cardinal, 
The  Early  Neapolitan  is  one  of  the 
earliest  of  the  large  peppers. 

Pgas. — Gregory  Surprise  (extra  early), 
Thos.  Laxton,  Gradus,  American  Won- 
der, Nott  Excelsior,  Sutton  Early  Giant 
(early), Sutton  Excelsior,  Premium  Gem 
(second  early),  McLean  Advancer,  Her- 
oine and  Stratagem  (medium  to  late). 
The  foregoing  varieties,  not  being  tall 
growers,  may  be  grown  without  sup- 
ports.   Quite  Content,  Telephone  and 


Champion  of  Engliiml  arc  three  of  tho 
bcMt  tiill-KrowitiK  mirti*. 

l{fiilixhrH.—EiiT\y:  Srarlot  White  Tip- 
ped Turnip,  Hony  fleiii,  FnMieh  lireuk- 
fuHt.  Keil  Ho«-i<et  (red),  Icicle  (white). 

yif/i((/«irb.-  Liiiim-UH,  Victoria. 

Siilnifij.—Loufi  White,  Sandwich 
iHlandH. 

Spinach. — Victoria,  Thickleiivcd. 

SqiKinh.—Wh'xUi  Hu«h  Sculio|M'd,  Long 
White  BwMh,  Summer  ("rmiknecit.  Lute: 
DehciouM,  Iluliliurd. 

TomatiHK.  linrly:  Ahicrity,  Sparks 
Knrliana,  (luilks  Kurly  .lewel.  Bonny 
H(!sf,  Dominion  Day  (Marlet).  Me<lium: 
Mutclikw,  Trophy  (wiirlct),  LivingMton 
<ilol)e,  l»lontiful  (purnlich  pink). 

7'i/r«i/)j(.— Karly:  Kxtra  Karly  Milan, 
Red  Top  Strap  L<-af.  Early  turnips  arc 
UHually  hitter  to  the  taste  and  not 
<lesiral>le. 

Su'ftlex. — ( 'hampion  Purple  Top, 
8kirvinK  ImprovcMl. 

Points  in  (iuowiNd  Potatoes. 

Plant  early.  I'se  Heed  of  strong 
vitality.  Cut  wit"  to  two,  three,  or 
more  "eyes.  Plant  sets  4  to  5  inches 
<leep,  12  inches  apart  in  rows  2^2  feet 
apart.  Keep  surface  of  soil  loose  and 
free  of  weeds.  Protect  tops  from 
insects  and  disease. 

Varieties.— l'>rly:  Irish  Cobbler  or 
Eureka  Extra  Early  (white),  Early 
Ohio  (pink),  Bovee  (pink  an<l  white). 
Main    Cro]  .  Mountain,    Gold 

Coin,  or  Ca  . 


fe     n 


'■  Seed. 


Seod  to  bo  t-  . 

(early  in  cpr  ,.  .  I'U,  CBrrot«,  lettuce,  oniona, 
parsnip!!,  poax,  railinhes,  kohlrabi,  garden  cress, 
salsify,  spinach,  parsley,  and  leeks. 

Seed  Sown:— 

lin  hot-beds,  hut  plants  will  stand  some  frost), 
cabbage,  caulifiower,  celery. 

Seed  to  bo  sown;— 

(after  danger  of  frost  is  over,  unless  protected), 
beans,  corn,  cucumbers,  melons,  potatoes  and 
squasli.  Heed  of  late  cabbane  is  not  sown  until 
May  but  the  plants  will  endure  frost  and  seeds 
of  Swi'de  turnips  should  oe  sown  late,  though 
turnips  will  stand  frost. 


Meed  iw)wn  — 
(in  hot-lM-di,  but  planti  will  nut  stand  frost), 
nirlona,  I'gg-plants,  peppers. 

Some  p!:iii(M  n*<|uire  a  niucli  longer 
st!uson  than  others,  hence  in  Dlanning 
the  Karden  this  shoul<l  be  taken  into 
conitiderutioit. 


Akkanokmgnt  or  tiik  Ciakden. 

A  small  veg(Ual)l<!  gai.len  slioiitd  Ih) 
urraiiKed  with  u  view  to  having  u  goo<i 
assortment  and  a  continuous  supply. 
It  should  1m)  plaiiiKHl  so  that  vegetai>leH 
having  u  long  growing  sitason,  such 
us  beets,  carrots,  parsnips,  and  onitMis 
would  Imj  grown  at  one  side  or  end  of 
the  garden  so  that  there  will  Ih)  no 
rows  scattered  here  aiul  there  to  make 
the  garden  look  patchy  during  lute 
summer.  A  small  ImmI  of  asparagus 
and  some  rhubarb  roots  are  desirable 
if  the' garden  is  to  bo  permanent  and 
these  should  be  put  about  a  foot  and  a 
half  from  one  of  tho  boundaries  so  that 
they  will  not  interfere  with  the  vege- 
tables planted  every  year. 

Vegetables  can  be  planted  much 
closer  in  a  garden  than  umU'r  field 
culture  whore  most  of  the  work  is 
done  with  horses,  hence  a  foot  or 
fifteen  inches  is  far  enough  apart  for 
the  rows  of  a  good  many  kinds. 

Following  is  a  suggested  arrange- 
ment of  a  small  garden  about  33  x  30 
feet,  but  many  other  plans  could  be 
made.  No  provision  is  made  for  paths 
but  if  a  narrow  path  is  found  necessary 
it  can  be  put  in  where  it  seems  most 
convenient.  Tho  seeds  of  the  kinds  to 
be  sown  earliest  are  sown  in  one  part 
of  the  garden  and  the  later  sowings  and 
plantings  in  the  other  so  that  the  ground 
can  be  newly  worked  if  necessary  for 
the  later  sowings.  For  best  results,  the 
surface  soil  should  be  kept  loose  and 
free  of  weeds,  by  means  of  the  rake 
and  hoe,  during  the  summer  months. 
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